
5:00 – 7:00 PM Registration and Reception (37
th

 Floor Foyer) 

8:00 – 9:00 AM Continental Breakfast (Sunlight Peak) 

NOSORH Annual Meeting 
(Pyramid Peak Room) 

9:00 – 10:30 AM Conference Opening – NOSORH and the Power of Rural Karen Madden, President  
Teryl Eisinger, Director 

Bill Hessert,  Communications Coordinator 
NOSORH 

Cari Fouts, Director of Communication & Development 
 David Lack, Chief Operating Officer  

Colorado Rural Health Center 

10:30 – 11:00 AM Break  

11:00 – 12:00 PM ORHP Update Tom Morris, Associate Administrator 
Nicole Comeaux, Policy Team Analyst 

Keith Midberry, SORH Program Coordinator 
Office of Rural Health Policy 

Rebecca Spitzgo, Associate Administrator,  
HRSA Bureau of Clinician and Recruitment Service  

12:00 - 1:00 PM Buffet Lunch (Sunlight Peak)  

1:00 – 2:00 PM “Chasing Zero: Winning the War on Healthcare Harm” Sue Sheridan, Advisor - Patients for Patient Safety 
World Health Organization - Patient Safety Program 

2:00 – 2:30 PM Break  

2:30 - 3:30 PM Performance Measures Mark Barclay, TruServe Coordinator 
North Dakota Center for Rural Health 

Mark Schoenbaum, Director 
Minnesota Office of Rural Health & Primary Care  

Charles Owens, Executive Director 
Georgia State Office of Rural Health 

3:30-4:30 PM The Exploring the Leadership Roles of SORHs within NRHA Kris Sparks, Director 
Washington Statewide Office of Rural Health  

Denny Berens, Director 
Nebraska Office of Rural Health 

Graham Adams, Executive Director 
South Carolina Office of Rural Health  

Tommy Barnhart, Senior Advisor 
Colorado Rural Health Center 

  6:30 PM OPTIONAL GROUP EVENT  

  

8:00 – 9:00 AM Buffet Breakfast (Sunlight Peak) 
Buffet ORHP Breakfast  (1

st
 time attendees)   (LaPlata Peak) 

 

9:00 – 9:15 AM NOSORH Membership Meeting 

 Finance Report 

 Elections 

 

9:15 – 10:30  AM Partnership Building with the VA, USDA, Indian Health Board and 
others 

Dr. Byron Bair, Director 
Veterans Rural Health Resource Center 

April Dahlager, Rural Development 
U.S. Department of Agriculture 
Laura Tobler, Program Director  

NCSL 

10:30 – 10:45 AM Break  

10:45 – 11:00 AM Introduction to Capacity Building & Promising Practices for Rural Health   

11:00 – 11:45 AM Capacity Building & Promising Practices for Rural Health – Sharing Session 
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SORH Sustainability 
(LaPlata Peak) 

Kris Juliar, Director 
Montana Office of Rural Health 

Leadership Institute 
(Pikes Peak) 

recent graduates 
 

Partnering for Resource Development 
(Castle Peak) 

Charles Dwyer, Director 
Maine Office of Rural Health & Primary Care 

Cari Fouts, Director of Communication & 
Development 

Colorado Rural Health Center 

SORH Models for Building RHC, CAH, and FQHC Collaboration 
(Pyramid Peak) 

Gloria Vermie, Director 
Iowa Oral & Health Delivery Systems 

Mary Sheridan, Director 
Idaho Office of Rural Health & Primary Care 

11:45 – 12:30 PM Enhancing Community Connections – Breakout Sessions  
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Community Benefit Options 
(LaPlata Peak) 

Harvey Licht, Senior Associate 
Varela Consulting Group 

Community Development and the Role of the SORH 
(Pikes Peak) 

Brad Gibbens, Associate Director 
North Dakota Center for Rural Health 

Building Community Leadership 
(Castle Peak) 

Alison Hughes, Rural and Public Health 
Consultant 

Denny Berens, Director 
Nebraska Office of Rural Health 

Lessons Learned from Successful Community Outreach Grant 
Projects 

(Pyramid Peak) 
Alana Knudson, Co-Director 

NORC Walsh Center for Rural Health Analysis 

12:30 – 1:45 PM Plated NOSORH  Awards Luncheon (Sunlight Peak)  

1:45 – 2:15 PM Collaboration with For-Profit Entities – Sponsor Session                          Karen Savoie, Director of Education  
NNOHA 

2:15 – 3:30 PM NOSORH Policy Update 
 

Lisa Davis, Director 
Pennsylvania Office of Rural Health 

 Mark Schoenbaum, Director 
Minnesota Office of Rural Health & Primary Care 

Harvey Licht, Senior Associate 
Varela Consulting Group  

Bill Finerfrock, Senior Vice President 
Capitol Associates  

3:30 – 4:00 PM Town Hall Meeting – A Nugget for Your Noggin Facilitated by 
Cari Fouts 

4:00 PM Adjourn  

 


