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January 13, 2009

TO:  State Office of Rural Health Directors
FROM:  Teryl Eisinger, Director 
SUBJECT:  NOSORH Preparations for NRHA Policy Institute 

The NOSORH Policy committee is working hard to ensure good representation of SORH issues this year during the National Rural Health Association’s Policy Institute.  A one page fact sheet on SORH issues will be provided to all participants in the NRHA Policy Institute, NOSORH will have a display of information and NOSORH will be calling upon members of the House and Senate to take action for SORH.  

As you know earlier this year the Policy Committee and the Board approved proposed language which will re-authorize funding of SORH.  At the present time NOSORH Legislative Liaison, Bill Finefrock is working together with the National Rural Health Association to ensure re-appropriation this year and to identify a sponsor for legislation to reauthorize funding for SORH.   The NOSORH strategy for ensuring re-authorization will be reviewed during the upcoming webinar, Friday January 16, 2008 at 2 PM Eastern.  For more information about the webinar check the News and Events section of the website. 
This year is a crucial year for NOSORH and SORH to proactively communicate about SORH efforts.  NOSORH needs your help to do 3 things:  document the good work of SORH, reach out to Senate and Congress members on behalf of SORH and call upon your best state contacts for telling of the good work of your SORH.  

We know that all SORH are working diligently to improve rural health in your state. In order to document this work we ask that you please provide a copy of the one page profile you provide with your SORH application.  We will compile these profiles to be prepared to share the work of SORH with all policy makers.  Please provide a copy of your most recent profile to Donna Pfaendtner by email at dpanosorh@comcast.net  no later than January 20, 2009. 

NOSORH needs to be able to inventory its advocacy resources and efforts.  This year we would like to track all visits made by SORH and their partners to key legislators.  We are specifically hoping that members who serve on the House and Senate Appropriations, Senate HELP and House Energy and Commerce committees are contacted by their SORH.  Please check the list for members from your state and inform us of any visits you (or your key state partners) have planned during the NRHA Policy Institute or in the near future.  In order to capture this information a simple survey has been developed to allow us to build a database of contacts. Please click on the email link to the survey to complete it by January 20, 2009. 

