Rural Broadband - Possible Policy Topics
· Spectrum
· Support use of ‘White Spaces’ spectrum for [unlicensed] broadband use in rural and underserved areas

· Develop policy position for use of  700 MHz Block D spectrum for rural broadband use, particularly as part of the public safety provisions in the upcoming auction

· Explore ‘carve-out” of spectrum for rural or health system information exchange use from White Spaces or Block D spectrum
· Infrastructure (Physical)
· Explore possible expansion of existing repeater infrastructure for either White Spaces or Block D rural broadband use.

· Public Safety Radio Tower System (2-way)

· Public Radio/Television Broadcasting Tower System (broadcast)

· Commercial Radio/Television Broadcasting Tower System (broadcast)

· Public/Commercial Microwave Communication Tower System

· Develop model repeater specifications for rural areas

· Develop model end-user broadband specifications for rural health users 
· Infrastructure (Organizational)
· Investment
· Preserve use of Universal Service Fund for rural use

· Expand public-led investment in rural broadband, particularly for rural health users
· Estimate cost of infrastructure needed to provide broadband to 90% of:

· Rural Hospitals

· Rural Health Clinics
· Community Health Centers

· Public Health Clinics

· Operating Costs
· Establish estimated reasonable payment levels for broadband service for rural health safety net

· Identify ongoing operating costs for maintenance of rural broadband, including capital replacement cost

· Identify level of subsidy needed for rural health safety net

· Develop policy recommendation for rural health safety net subsidy needs, including preservation of existing subsidies
