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HAPPY SORH 20TH ANNIVERSAY!

Overview

• FY 10 is 20th year of SORH Grant Program!
• Happy Anniversary - you’ve come a long way baby!
• ORHP’s first and longest running grant program 
• SORH is where the rural rubber meets the road!
• Total Federal appropriations for SORH to date

- over $104M !  
• State 3:1 matching funds leveraged - over $315M 
• First SORH appropriation in FY 91 - $1.6M 
• FY 10 appropriation - $10M
• FY 10 SORH awards of $180K highest ever!
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SORH

FY Approp. $M Cumulative

91 1.6 1.6

92 2 3.6

93 2.5 6.1

94 2.8 8.9

95 2.8 11.7

96 2.8 14.5

97 2.8 17.3

98 2.8 20.1

99 2.7 22.8

2000 2.7 25.5

2001 3.8 29.3

2002 7 36.3

2003 8.445 44.745

2004 8.4 53.145

2005 8.321 61.466

2006 8.223 69.689

2007 8.223 77.912

2008 7.998 85.91

2009 9.2 95.11

2010 10.075 105.19

Total 105.19

Appropriation History

FY 10 Grant Awards

 $875K appropriation increase from FY 09

 $740K increase in amount available for grants
 $140K increase NOSORH CA to $500K!
 $13K increase for 42 SORHs
 $180K most common award (42)
 Others: $160K (2), $165K (2), $167K (1), $170K   

(1), $176K (1) & $178K (1)
 Two SORHs had off-set of FY 09 un-obligated funds
 FY 11: 

- Unknown at this time 
- Anticipate range of awards again, starting $150K

Carry Over Issue

• FY 02 closeout returned $1.5M to Treasury!
• FY 06 un-obligated ~$1.2M 
• FY 07 un-obligated ~ 826K
• FY 08 un-obligated ~ $665K

- 29 SORHs had un-obligated funds over $1K
- 18 over $10K (includes 11 over $25K & 5 over $50K)

*   FY 09 - will downward trend continue? 
• FY 09 SORH was due Sept. 30, 2010 in EHB
• Un-obligated funds must be carried forward into FY 10

- Request due by December 1, 2010
- Must obligate by June 30, 2011

• GMO policy requires mandatory off-set of FY 11 
awards if FY 09 funds not carried forward
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PIMS

• FY 09 data submitted via EHB by July 30, 2010
• Some SORHs modified their collection instrument
• Ratio of TA to Client remained ~ 2:1
• Total TA increased from 54,689 to 64,321
• Total Unduplicated Clients increased from 

27,259 to 29,920
• Confusion about affiliated versus non-affiliated clients

appears to have subsided
• After discussion with RL, input may still be revised
• Collect same way during FY 10, watch trend
• Changes to PIMS report, examples must match total

Required Meetings

• State travel restrictions still impact some SORHs
• ORHP will send letters, contact state if requested
• Four required meetings as condition of award: 

1. NRHA Annual Meeting Austin, TX - May 2011
2. SORH Regional Meetings - May thru Sep. 2011
3. NOSORH Annual meeting - 2011
4. SORH Grantee will be every other year, next - 2012 

• SORH funds can be used for non-required meetings 
(i.e. NRHA Policy Institute, NRHA CAH conference) 

• Travel estimates require greater detail

FY 11 Guidance / Dates

 Non-competing continuation (year 4 of 5)

 January 2011 - Instructions for abbreviated application  
- report progress and changes, assumes level funding

 No Grants.gov interface!

 Due in Electronic Handbook (EHB) 
- February 18, 2011

 May request $150K - $180K Federal amount
- Assumes level funding appropriation
- 3:1 matching funds required

 Webinar to be held in mid-January
- Review instructions and areas of emphasis
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SORH History Lesson !

• What state claims to be first SORH?  SRHA?
• What was last state to create SORH?
• How many different ORHP staff managed SORH? 

Who were they? Who was longest?
• Who is longest serving SORH Director?
• How many SORH Directors have become NRHA 

Presidents? Who are they?
• When and where was first SORH grantee meeting 

held? 
• What ORHP staff were most responsible for 

creation of SORH program? What Hill staff?

SORH History Lesson !

• How much was first SORH appropriation?
• When was program to sunset (in years) ?
• When were SORH Regions created? Who 

proposed them?
• How many SORHs are health department based?
• How many are university based? Which is at a 

community college? Which changed form a health 
department to a university model?

• How many are not-for-profits? 
• Who will be around to remember any of this in 5 or 

10 years?!

Contact Information

Office of Rural Health Policy

5600 Fishers Lane, Room 10B-45

Rockville, MD 20857

(301) 443-0835

http://ruralhealth.hrsa.gov

kmidberry@hrsa.gov

(301) 443-2669


