Workforce Conference Call Minutes

April 1, 2009
Present: Kris Juliar, Sue Skillman, Ann Cranford, Kristine Sande, Jerry Harrison, Tammy McKenzie, Michelle Clark, Michelle Holst, Betty Rundlett, Halley Lee, Angie Allen, Gary Hart
Staff: Teryl, Betty
	
	TOPIC
	DISCUSSION
	ACTION
	KEY PERSON

	1
	Member updates/announcements
	Michele Clark anticipates a $9 million bill to create a loan repayment program in MD. MD is the only state with a CMS waiver to pay all hospitals the same rate.
Halley is working on a high school pipeline project using Face Book in South Dakota. 
Tammy is planning a workforce conference in Vermont.
Betty reviewed information on Conrad 30 Reauthorization Bill.

Kris mentioned HRSA Workforce Conference is still being planned.  Jerry mentioned that there is at least one major conflict with the proposed dates of August 10-12.


	Let Committee know when SD project is ready for sharing with others
Develop recommendation for support to send to NOSORH Policy Committee from Workforce; send background information provided by Tim Skinner to Committee

Send email to Committee; request that suggestions be sent to Sandra Durick
	Halley
Betty

Betty

Betty



	2
	NOSORH workforce meeting
	Teryl discussed the idea of planning a one day workforce meeting (August 18) before the NOSORH Region E Laramie, WY conference (August 19-20).  Both meetings would be open to SORHs and their partners.

Committee members thought it

was good to proceed. 
	Sue and Kris volunteered to help with planning.
	Teryl

	3
	Stimulus funds
	Kris discussed that it is important to be aware of the workforce components of the stimulus package (medical and nursing education, HIT workforce, NHSC), and invited others to discuss what they may know.  
Tammy mentioned that for the next 18 months, applications will be accepted and determined on a continuous basis, and that previously rejected applications may be funded by May. 


	NOSORH will be putting together a stimulus package webinar on workforce.  Members suggested inviting someone from the Bureau of Health Professions and HIT Leadership Forum.  Kris also recommended development of resource information(what do you need to know to get ready to take advantage of funding opportunities?).  This will be developed along with webinar or as separate piece.
	Betty, Teryl, Kris, Alisa

	4
	NOSORH policy papers
	Betty reviewed other organizations that have developed recommendations for mental health and general workforce, and asked for suggestions for recommendations for the NOSORH policy papers. 
	Teryl suggested adding the credentialing of multi-functioning providers. Tammy shared Denis Barton’s recommendation to frame mental health as behavioral health (broader includes mental health, substance and alcohol abuse).  Tammy will work with Karen Crowley to develop more specific recommendations drawing from SAMSHA.  Michelle Holst recommended developing behavioral health recommendations from Annapolis Coalition specific Rural recommendations (the overall Annapolis Coalition recommendations were provided to the Committee earlier).  We need to include concept of safety net in mental health policy? Gary recommended expansion of mental telehealth to adolescents.

Send focused list of recommendations by other organizations to Committee members, and request specific suggestions by email. 
	Betty

	5
	Next meeting
	Next meeting is June 3 at Noon ET.  Betty will see if Katherine Jo Mannes of AACC is available.
	
	Betty
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