FLEX MEETING:  

Attendees

Harvey Licht (NM), Scott Daniels (HA) , Faith Allard (AK), Mark Doty (AK) Larry Baroner (PA), Maggie Shipman (LA), Kassie (OR),  Chip Cooper (NH), Teryl Eisinger 

Update from Annual Meeting  
AHRQ report on CAH.  Apparently the report concludes that CAH are cost inefficient.  The lead researcher is Ryan Mutter.  Might be worth contacting. Improvements in quality and service is not unusual to see the costs increase.  Using the word inefficiency just because of increased costs is inaccurate.  What is the comparison being made to – before and after conversion or bigger hospitals.  Getting a copy of the study and invite to the researcher would be helpful.  

New language for the SHIP grant limits the way funds can be used and could drop off training and other efforts that are funded with SHIP which relate to HIT.  Most on the call said the funds are mostly used for quality improvement, some goes HIPPA and PPS.  We perhaps should put together how these funds are used.  The guidance will be coming out early next year. It is important to make sure that funding can continue to be used for these quality and training activities. Scott will be following up with Jennifer 
Steve reported the NGAs are out and the CR directs to work on the 07-08 budget. Steve setting up a conference call with the grants management person in the next month to ensure clarification and understanding on FSR and UOB. 
Scott reminded he sent out the information about hospice beds counting – they do count towards the bed limit. 

NEXT MEETING:  Thursday, October 23, 2008 3 PM Eastern, 2 PM Central, 1 PM Mountain, 12 noon Pacific, who knows what time it is in Alaska or Hawaii ;-) 
