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National Organization of State Offices of Rural Health



(  44648 Mound Road, #114  (  Sterling Heights, MI  48314-1322  (

(  Phone:  586-739-9940  (  Fax:  586-739-9941  (  Email:  nosorhpd@comcast.net  (
Dear

RE:  SCHIP REAUTHORIZATION

The National Organization of State Offices of Rural Health (NOSORH) strongly supports reauthorization and expansion of the State Children's Health Insurance Program (SCHIP).  The program was established in 1997 as a way to provide insurance to children that did not qualify for Medicaid.  

Since the program’s inception, SCHIP has had a marked impact on rural children.  Research shows, in fact, that rural children disproportionately rely on SCHIP as well as the Medicaid program.  A Spring 2007 Carsey Institute Study found that 32% of rural children are enrolled in SCHIP or Medicaid compared to 26% of urban children.  In addition, today over 1.3 million rural children are still uninsured.  

We laud the Congress’ efforts to reauthorize the program and call on all members of the House of Representatives to override the Presidents’ veto of this program.

Sincerely,
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Alison Hughes

President

