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national organization of state offices of rural health
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The Honorable Ted Kennedy
United States Senate

428 Dirksen Senate Office Building, 
Washington, DC 20510 
The Honorable Michael Enzi
United States Senate

835 Hart Senate Office Building, 

Washington, DC 20510

June 3, 2009

Dear Chairman Kennedy and Ranking Member Enzi,
On behalf of our nation’s national rural health membership associations, we are writing today to urge you to champion rural America within Congressional health reform discussions. 

Health reform that expands health care coverage is necessary and laudable - - in fact, rural Americans lack insurance at a higher rate than their urban counterparts - - but there is a greater crisis in rural America: access to all types of health care.  Coverage does not equate to access. Currently, more than 50 million Americans live in rural areas where there are too few providers to meet their basic primary care needs. Yet these rural patients face the most daunting of health care challenges:  per capita, rural populations are older, poorer and sicker.  

Change must come to rural America, too. For any health reform to be a success, the health care crisis in rural America must first be resolved - - for it does not matter if you have health insurance coverage if you do not have access to a health provider.  Legislation that finally addresses the long-standing inequities and disparities in rural America must be included as part of Federal health care reform.  

To resolve the health care crisis, the rural health care safety net must be prevented from crumbling.  A simple, yet multi-faceted solution to the complex problem of delivering health care in rural America is needed.  Four reforms are crucial:

1. The workforce shortage crisis must be abated;

2. Equity in reimbursement must occur;

3. Decaying rural health care infrastructure must be repaired and non-existent infrastructure must be created; and

4. Health disparities must be eliminated and vulnerable populations must be protected. 

We pledge to provide you with the data, background information, and research that you need to make the case that Rural America can lead in health care reform.  We encourage you to partner with us in this effort to bring health care reform to rural communities across America.

Sincerely,
AgriSafe Network
National Association of Rural Health Clinics

National Association of Rural Mental Health

National Cooperative of Health Networks Association
National Organization of State Offices of Rural Health

National Rural Health Association
National Rural Recruitment and Retention Network
