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October 5, 2009

The Honorable Tom Harkin
Chair

Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee

SD-428

Washington, DC  20510

Dear Chairman Harkin:

I am writing on behalf of the National Organization of State Offices of Rural Health in support of the nomination of Dr. Regina Benjamin to be the next Surgeon General of the United States.  

As you know, rural populations tend to be poorer and have less access to health care services than their urban counterparts.  As a rural family physician, Dr. Benjamin has experienced this reality and will, we believe, bring a solid perspective of the unique challenges our nation faces in improving access to quality healthcare in rural America.  

It has often been said that the Surgeon General is “America’s Family Physician”.  If that is the case, then President Obama could have made no better choice than to nominate Dr. Regina Benjamin.  Those of us who work with rural providers and patients are familiar with Dr. Benjamin and her tireless work in Alabama. She is also a National Health Service Corps recipient, which provided tuition reimbursement in exchange for service, for her medical training.  This vital program helps to supply the necessary health care professionals in underserved areas. 

As the founder of the Bayou La Batre Rural Health Clinic, Dr. Benjamin has demonstrated a commitment to improving healthcare in rural underserved areas – a mission we share.  Dr. Regina Benjamin is a dedicated, hardworking and passionate advocate for preventive care, improving healthcare access and quality and our nation would be well-served to have her as “America’s Family Physician”.  

In addition to her clinical work, Dr. Benjamin is former associate dean for rural health at the University of South Alabama's College of Medicine in Mobile, where she administered the Area Health Education Center (AHEC) and Telemedicine programs. In 1998 she was the United States' recipient of the Nelson Mandela Award for Health and Human Rights and in 1995 she was elected to the American Medical Association's (AMA) board of trustees, making her the first physician under age 40 and the first African-American woman to be elected to the AMA’s Board. 
She embodies all of the qualities we would expect of a family physician which will serve her well as Surgeon General. We commend President Obama for this historic appointment and strongly encourage the United States Senate to confirm Dr. Regina Benjamin as the next Surgeon General of the United States.  If the National Organization of State Offices of Rural Health can be of any further support for Dr. Benjamin please contact me at (701)777-6049. 
Sincerely, 
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Lynette Dickson, MS, LRD

NOSORH President
National Organization of State Offices of Rural Health
(  44648 Mound Road, #114  (  Sterling Heights, MI  48314-1322  (
(  Phone:  586-739-9940  (  Fax:  586-739-9941  (  Email:  nosorhpd@comcast.net  (
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